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1. Introduction  
1.1 - Purpose  
During the last two decades, the approach to the emergency management cycle has evolved considerably. A 
renewed emphasis has been placed on planning for disasters before they occur as a complement to effective 
response and recovery. As a result, hazard mitigation planning has gained increasing prominence as a critical 
part of emergency management. Through sustained action to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk to human 
life, property, communities, and their sense of place, risks can be combated in a systematic and proactive, 
rather than reactive, manner.  

Hazard mitigation continues to be important in Pennsylvania for the same reasons that it is nationally. By 
anticipating the nature and extent of hazards and the way they affect our communities locally, life and 
property have been preserved on an impressive scale. In Pennsylvania, hazard mitigation has centered on 
mitigating the impacts of flooding due to the Commonwealth’s particularly high exposure to this hazard. From 
acquisitions to structural elevations to flood control projects, mitigation actions pay dividends for 
Pennsylvanians every year. In the process, mitigation activities have positive effects throughout the 
emergency management cycle. As mitigation actions reduce or eliminate losses from a disaster, response and 
recovery assets can be better focused.  

Since anticipating hazards is such a critical part of hazard mitigation, hazard mitigation plans (HMPs) must be 
regularly reevaluated and revised so that our communities’ exposure to hazards is always accurately 
understood. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) requires that every five years local HMPs be 
updated through a plan update process.   

FEMA Hazard Mitigation Plan Cycle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
2  

1.2 – Multi-jurisdictional Planning  
The responsibility for emergency management in the United States is shared across many levels of 
government and the private and nonprofit sectors. FEMA requires that Hazard Mitigation Plans (HMP) be 
adopted by the level of government with Land Use Authority (zoning).  In Pennsylvania, that is the 
municipal level (Boroughs, Townships and Cities). It would be impractical for all 2,560 municipalities to create 
their own HMP. Therefore, in Pennsylvania, counties prepare multi- jurisdictional HMPs that cover all the 
municipalities in their jurisdiction. Municipalities participate in and adopt the County HMP.   

1.3 – Current Municipal Non-participants 
Since 2024, FEMA has required that any organization seeking Hazard Mitigation funding to have also 
participated in and adopted the County HMP. This means that any of the 1,860 municipal authorities, 500+ 
school districts, thousands of first responder organizations and countless non-governmental organizations 
which may wish to pursue FEMA Hazard Mitigation funding, must also participate in, and adopt their County 
HMP just as municipalities do.  

Following municipalities have not met FEMA’s minimal local mitigation plan requirements therefore currently 
have no approved Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

Lehigh County 
• Fountain Hill Borough 
• Slatington Borough 
• Washington Township 

Northampton County 
• Roseto Borough 
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County Resolution – Lehigh County 
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County Resolution – Northampton County 
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Lehigh County Municipal Resolutions 
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Fountain Hill (non-participant) 
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Slatington Borough (non-participant) 
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Washington Township (Lehigh County) (non-participant) 
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Northampton County Municipal Resolutions  
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Roseto Borough (non-participant) 
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Authority / Commission Resolutions 
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